the fact that great authors flourished at this time.
A nation struggling for liberty produces few works
of genius, and a nation groaning under a hopeless
despotism produces fewer still. The great literary
epochs in the history of a people are the times when
liberty has just been lost or when it is about to
be regained. When Octavian had triumphed over
the freedom of Rome, there followed the Augustan
Age, all the ability which could no longer be devoted
to the service of the state, turned into the paths of
literature. When the ceaseless wars and terrible
misgovernment of Louis XV. had made the tyranny
no longer supportable in France, the first ^rivings
after liberty appeared in the writings of the Kncyclo-
paxlists. And so the Kli/.abethan literature is the
outward and visible sign of the quiet growth of
political independence, as well as the outcome of the
deliverance of the national mind from the shackles
of an intolerant dogmatism. It is evidence that
Kngland was beginning to awake; that the nation
was preparing to resume the rights which it had for a
while surrendered to the sovereign, and that a great
struggle was impending. It was, in short, the first
indication of the beginning of that movement which
culminated in the Great Rebellion.